Human dirofilariasis in the European Union.
The dog parasites Dirofilaria immitis and D. (Nochtiella) repens, well known as zoonotic agents, are widely distributed in southern Europe. Although both species are canine parasites, infection with immature worms has been found in humans, who develop nodules, mainly in subcutaneous tissue or in lung parenchyma arising from branches of the pulmonary artery. In humans, the parasites do not usually reach the adult stage and microfilaremia is absent, as has been shown by diagnosis using invasive methods for removing the nodules. In this article, Antonio Muro, Claudio Genchi, Miguel Cordero and Fernando Simón review the current situation concerning the clinical and epidemiological aspects, immune response and diagnosis of human dirofilariases.